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Founded in 1999, World Business Chicago (WBC) is a not-for-profit 

economic development corporation, chaired by Mayor Richard M. 

Daley. WBC is dedicated to enhancing the Chicago regionôs global 

position as a business location, by:

ÁMarketing Chicagoôs competitive advantages

ÁCoordinating business retention and attraction efforts

ÁEnhancing Chicagoôs business friendly environment

ÁProviding free ñpoint of first contactò assistance for:

ÁEconomic and industry data

ÁSite location

ÁState and local incentives

ÁContacts to the regionôs private, public and nonprofit sectors

World Business Chicago has been ranked in the Top 10 

Economic Development Firms in the nation since 2005, 

by Site Selection magazine.

World Business Chicago Overview



Board of Directors

Chairman

Honorable Richard M. Daley

City of Chicago

James Bell

The Boeing Company

Gregory Q. Brown

Motorola Inc.

Debra Cafaro

Ventas, Inc.

William Daley

J.P. Morgan Chase

Deborah DeHaas

Deloitte & Touche, LLP

Craig J. Duchossois

Duchossois Industries Inc. 

Terrence Duffy

CME Group

John E. Rooney

U.S. Cellular Corporation

John W. Rowe

Exelon Corporation

Patrick G. Ryan, Jr.

INCISENT Technologies

James Skogsbergh

Advocate Health Care

Edward A. Snyder

University of Chicago Booth 

School of Business

Glenn Tilton

United Airlines

William Wrigley, Jr.

Wm. Wrigley Jr. Company

George Farr 

Veolia Environnement & Veolia

Environmental Services 

Daniel M. Hamburger 

DeVry Inc.

Mellody Hobson

Ariel Capital Management, 

LLC/Ariel Mutual Funds

Paul A. Laudicina 

A.T. Kearney

Michael H. Moskow

Chicago Council on Global 

Affairs

Thomas F. Motamed 

CNA

J. Christopher Reyes

Reyes Holdings, LLC

Co-Chair

Michael D. O'Halleran

Aon Corporation 



Areas of Operation

Á Administrative & Operations

Á Marketing & Communications

Á Research

Á Strategic Initiatives

Á Business Development: 

Á Firm Attraction & Retention

Á Technology Development

Á International Business

Á Policy & Program



Clients and Partners

WBC

Business Community 
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State, Local organizations

Á State of Illinois: Dept . of Commerce & Economic

Opportunity ; State Treasurer

Á Business attraction, incentives, export

promotion ; global offices

Á City of Chicago

Á Incentives, services; administers County 6B

Á Cook County

Á Incentives for balance of County

Á Programs common to area communities and 

counties



County Level

Á Metro Economic Growth Alliance (MEGA)

includes :

Á Lake County Partners

Á Cook County

Á Choose DuPage

Á DeKalb County EDC

Á Kane County EDC

Á Kendall County EDC

Á Will County Center for Economic Development

Á McHenry Economic Development Corp .

Á Grundy County EDC

Á ComEd



Global Reach

Non-stop or direct global 

gateway to 68 international 

business capitalsWithin a 4-hour flight of all major 

North American destinations ï

148 non-stop & direct domestic routes

Only ñdual-hubò airport system in North 

America ïhandling more than 3,100 flights per 

day and over 88 million passengers annually



Asia -Europe Container Hub

Line weight denotes rail traffic volume.



Intermodal Capital of North America

Á Worldôs #5 intermodal container handler (after Hong 

Kong, Singapore, Shanghai and Shenzhen) and #1 

in Western Hemisphere

Á 14 million twenty-foot equivalent units (TEUs) 

handled

Á More containers than L.A./Long Beach (13.1 

million) and 4 times as much as NY/NJ

Á Interchange of all six Class-One North American 

railroads and six U.S. Interstates

Á 50% of U.S. rail freight passes through Chicagoôs 

rail yards



Chicago is the heart of a 

fourteen-county MSA 

(U.S. statistical unit) with:

As Big as a Country

Á$470 billion in gross 

regional product (GRP)

Á9.5 million population

Á+5.1% since 2000

Á+429,850 people

Á4.6 million workers

Á+3.2% since 2003

Á+143,400 non-farm 

jobs



Gross Product
(2007 $ billion)

13,811
4,377
3,297
3,280
2,728
2,562
2,107
1,429
1,326
1,315
1,291
1,171
1,132

970
893
822
754
681
657
470
449
444

An Economy Rivaling Nations

Rank

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Country or Metro Area

United States
Japan
Germany
China
United Kingdom
France
Italy 
Spain
Canada
Brazil
Russian Federation
India
New York, NY-NJ-PA MSA
South Korea
Mexico
Australia
Netherlands
Los Angeles, CA MSA
Turkey
Chicago, IL-IN-WI MSA
Belgium
Sweden



International Business Leader

Á 29 Fortune 500 HQs 

Á 10 Fortune Global 500

Á 12 FT Global 500

Á More than 250 corporate 

headquarters

Á A ñglobal service center of 

the world economyé linked 

with the top ten connected 

cities with the likes of Paris 

and Singaporeé

- ñWorld City Network,ò Brookings Institution

http://bp3.blogger.com/_JHkjeC7UwUE/Rm2fNOZk7bI/AAAAAAAAAJ8/Tg50VGCHFAM/s1600-h/United+Logo.JPG
http://www.cmegroup.com/


International Business Community

Á Over $40 billion in foreign direct investment*

Á More than 1,500 foreign firms in and around Chicago

Á 79 Consulates/Consuls General; 9 Consulates General added in 7 

yrs.

Á 100 different international trade organizations

Á More than 30 international Chambers of Commerce

*Note, measured in PPE (gross property, plant and equipment value)



Leading business presence in the Chicago area, by country: 

Country Parent Companies Locations

Japan 300 950

Germany 210 400

U.K.                  175 750

Canada          170 400

France 100 350

Switzerland 90 230

Netherlands 60 450

Largest foreign-owned employer: HSBC, U.K.

International Business Community



Turkey-Chicago Business

ÁSeveral area coôs in Turkey including: Aon, Burnett, Hyatt, 

ITW, Kraft, McDonaldôs, Motorola, Nalco, SPSS, Tenneco 

Á In Chicago: Godiva, Turkish Airlines

Á Chicago Customs District trade, 2008:

Á Imports $123 m

Á Exports $132 m

ÁGlobal CCD trade: $134 billion



A Strong Trend to Downtown

Á Acciona N.A. HQ
Á ABN Amro, North America HQ

Á ArcelorMittal USA HQ
Á Aviva (UK) N.A. HQ
Á Barry Callebaut (Switzerland) 

USA HQ
Á The Boeing Company HQ
Á Brunswick Finance, Tech, 

and R&D
Á Careerbuilder.com HQ
Á Chase retail and middle market HQ
Á CNA HQ retention, expansion
Á Dynasty Healthcare, (South Africa) 

N.A. HQ
Á Google
Á Hyatt Center, Global HQ

Á MillerCoors HQ

Á Moto City (Motorola R&D) 

Á Nordex N.A. HQ

Á PCMall central HQ

Á PepsiCo Foods HQ

Á Synovate HQ for The Americas

Á UBS

Á United Airlines World HQ 

Á United Airlines Operations

Á USG Corporation HQ

Á Ventas USA HQ

Á Veolia Environnement USA HQ

Á Wrigley Global Innovation 

Center

Á YMCA of the USA



Professional & Business Services Leader

Á Professional & business services make up more than 

15% of the metro economy

Á 742,400 employees

Á $74 billion in GRP

Á Local industry concentration 25-30% higher than 

U.S. overall

Á Strong recent industry growth (2003-2007)

Á +78,600 jobs (+12%)

Á +$10.5 billion in real GRP (+17%)



Financial Services

Á Global risk-management innovator and global leader 

in options, futures and derivatives trading

Á Top 2008 Global Derivatives Centers (by vol. trade)

ÁChicago 4.1 billion

ÁSeoul 2.9 billion 

ÁFrankfurt/Zurich 2.2 billion

ÁNew York 1.8 billion

ÁLondon 1.1 billion

ÁSao Paulo 742 million

ÁMumbai 709 million

ÁPhiladelphia 547 million

ÁJohannesburg 514 million

ÁSan Francisco 417 million

ÁMoscow 370 million



Financial Services

Á Best Trading City ï2007 

and 2008 (Trader Monthly)

Á Chicago is home to nearly 

¼ of global futures, 

options & derivatives 

trading activity

Á More than 2X the 

trading volume of New 

York

Á Nearly as much 

volume as all 

European exchanges

Á Chicago-based Options 

Clearing Corp. clears all 

US options contracts ï

$1.9 trillion worth in 2008

Asia-Pacific

28% Europe

24%

Other

15%

Chicago

23% New York

10%



Stilléa Manufacturing Leader



Á 2.4+ million working-age adults are 

within a 50-minute commute of 

downtown Chicago

Occupations

Á 357,350 management, business, 

& financial operations

Á 536,750 professional & related

Á 352,550 service

Á 667,600 sales & office

Á 2,050 farming, fishing & forestry

Á 185,650 construction, extraction 

& maintenance

Á 308,150 production, transportation & 

material moving

Talent within Reach

= Ò50-minute drive

= Ò50-minute Metra Rail commute



Á #2 Best City to Get a Degree, 
among 60 global cities (2008)

Á More than 566,000 students 
enrolled in 133 public & private 
post-secondary educational 
institutions

Á 6 medical schools, including 
nationôs largest & 47 teaching 
hospitals

Á Over 27,200 masterôs degrees, 
4,200 professional degrees &  
2,000 doctoral degrees awarded 
annually

Á Illinois institutions of higher 
education host more than 28,800 
foreign students

Higher Education



Nobel Laureates

Á Overall, Chicago has a total of 93 
Nobel Prize winners

Á30 Physics

Á25 Economic Sciences

Á17 Chemistry

Á15 Medicine/Physiology

Á4 Literature

Á2 Peace

Á University of Chicago lists more Nobel 
Laureates (82) than any other American 
university

Pictured, clockwise from top left corner: 

Jane Addams (Peace, 1931) 

John M. Coetzee (Literature, 2003) 

Roger B. Myerson (Economics, 2007) 

Maria Goeppert-Mayer (Physics, 1963) 

Robert W. Fogel (Economics, 1993) 

Yoichiro Nambu (Physics, 2008) 

Saul Bellow (Literature, 1976) 

Milton Friedman (Economics, 1976) 

Alexis Carrel (Physiology/Medicine, 1912)



Tech Chicago

Chicagoôs technology strength lies in information-

intensive industries:

Á 350,000+ info-tech workers

Á Nearly $59.5 billion GRP

Á With particular specialization in:

ÁCommunications Equipment

ÁCommercial Equipment Wholesalers

ÁInternet Publishing & Broadcasting

ÁWired Telecommunications

ÁSecurities & Commodities Trading

ÁInsurance/Benefits/Risk Management

ÁManagement & Technical Consulting

ÁScientific R&D Services

ÁManagement of Companies



Á 350+ R&D facilities in the Chicago metro 
area, including:

Federal facilities

Á Argonne National Lab

Á Fermi National Accelerator Lab

University facilities

Á Kellogg Center for Biotechnology

Á Northwestern U. Center of 
Nanotechnology

Á Northwestern International Center for 
Advanced Internet Research (iCAIR)

Á IIT, University Tech Park & Incubator

Science/Technology Parks

Á The Illinois Medical District

Á The Chicago Technology Park

Á The Illinois Science & Tech Park

Center for R&D



Cutting -Edge Architecture

Á Birthplace of the skyscraper 
(1885) ïwith Sears Tower still 
tallest in the U.S.

Á 125+ years of groundbreaking 
architecture & design

Á Burnham & Root

Á Adler & Sullivan

Á Frank Lloyd Wright

Á Mies van der Rohe

Á New iconic structures include*:

ÁStudio Gangôs Aqua

ÁLaGrangeôs Elysian

ÁSOMôs Trump Intôl. Hotel & 
Tower

Á 17,500 in related occupations

* All under construction



Á 31,000+ in art/design/performance 
occupations

Á Home to Chicago Symphony Orchestra, 
Joffrey Ballet, & Lyric Opera

Á Merchandise Mart ïinterior design hub

Á Center for developing new talent, 
including:

Á School of the Art Institute of Chicago

Á Illinois Institute of Art ïChicago

Á International Academy of Design & 
Technology

Á Cooking & Hospitality Institute of 
Chicago

Á School of Culinary Arts ïKendall 
College

Á The French Pastry School ïCity 
Colleges of Chicago

Á Calphalon Culinary Center

Á Le Cordon Bleu Chicago

Á Columbia College Chicago (arts & 
media)

Á Flashpoint Academy (digital media)

Á IIT & DePaul computer science 
programs

Creative Industries 

Hotbed



Advancing Healthcare

Á 317,000+ employed in healthcare & 
life science occupations

Á Leader in new procedures & 
technology

ÁOrgan transplantation

ÁCancer treatment

ÁHeart & lung surgery

ÁPhysical rehab therapies

ÁMedical devices ïheart valve 
rings, pacemakers, 3-D heart 
mapping technology

Á Growing the next generation

Á47 teaching hospitals

Á6 medical schools

Á5,000+ medical/dental residents 
ï2nd only to NYC



The Worldõs City

Á Chicago speaks 130 languages and 

communicates through more than 

130 foreign-language media outlets

Á Chicagoôs Office of Emergency 

Management and Communications 

(OEMC) can answer 9-1-1 

emergency calls in 149 languages 

and dialects

Á At least 30 different ethnic groups 

with a population greater than 

25,000

Á émany with their own grocery 

stores, restaurants, civic 

organizations and houses of worship


